Report for Otago 

Otago is now a separate SLANZA region.  This is very exciting and a great opportunity for us to pull together and try and grow even more as a separate entity from Southland.  Our trial of a year has resulted in more members and a push to try and entice members from the Primary sector has been interesting and mildly successful.  
Our new Primary members add a real spark of interest to our meetings and it is great to find so many areas of common interest with them.  We realise we have a lot of work to do in this area and that will be a focus for next year.  We now understand that despite mail outs, and trying to spread the word of SLANZA that many primary school library staff in Otago don’t know about SLANZA and the opportunities it provides for members.  We intend to rectify this, and indeed have started to make some progress in this area.
We were really lucky that conference was in Christchurch this year and our region was well represented there, last week at our most recent meeting a number of us gave a summary of some of the workshops we went to.  We hope to try and use some of the things we learnt at the conference, which we all agreed was great in terms of learning, networking and thought provoking and also getting to know some of the people whose names we see on the listserv and in other forums.  We would like to sincerely thank the conference organisers on behalf of our region for their helpfulness and generosity of time, energy and great skill.  We are in awe of you.  Every single member who attended came away buzzing!
In other news, our Otago Region wiki is up and running, and it is being used.  We are posting the minutes of our meetings, sharing information about our LMS, Upcoming events, we talk about what we are reading, useful local links, highlights of conference, local school blogs and wikis and more.  We expect it to grow as time goes on and it is gathering members steadily.  It is on the wetpaint site so it is easy to flick from the national wiki to our one in the profile area.
Another initiative this year (which is also detailed on the wiki) is a professional reading library, members are able to borrow from each other and records are kept of new items.  We are looking at purchasing some items which will be held in the library especially for our region.  Some of our members have had professional registration approved and this will be particularly beneficial for them and also for ongoing professional reading or sourcing resources for making information literacy units and the like.
We have made a decision this year that we will have two meetings a term, one will be a coffee meeting where people just get together and ‘jam’ talking about whatever they want and having a bit of fun, our other meeting will be a meeting with a professional development focus.  Topics we have covered in our meetings this year include:  A look at Encyclopaedia Britannica on Epic with a Primary school focus, a demonstration of book repair and cover by Warrick Ashton which was very well attended indeed.
We had a Central Otago regional meeting which was great fun although the numbers were small, there was an update on what SLANZA offers, a look at the wiki, and a get together and plans to do this regularly.  We are currently formulating plans for a meeting in Milton, and one in Oamaru as we realise it is difficult for people to get to Dunedin.  We would like to encourage our ‘country’ members to get together and hope to get that moving next year.

