Website Reflection 

As a pre-service teacher, knowing the standards and expectations of the ISTE (International Society for Technology in Education), I know that the focus on education and technology has shifted from the tools of technology to the building of skills and expertise with technology. They now want to see children building creativity, innovation, research and information fluency, digital citizenship, etc. This has a powerful impact on my preparation as a pre-service teacher because not only am I required to know the simple mechanics of some of the technology tools that have been previously used, but I will have to have a more in depth knowledge of how technology can be used to meet these new standards. I will have to take more technology centered courses or read more about the new technology that is being used in schools, how to use it, and how it could be used to meet these standards. The new standards from ISTE are Creativity and Innovation, Communication and Collaboration, Research and Information Fluency, Critical Thinking, Problem Solving, and Decision Making, Digital Citizenship, and Technology Operations and Concepts. I will have to develop skills to make connections between the technology and these new standards as a teacher. I do like the fact that schools are now getting away from simply teaching the students how to use the technology and are now teaching them some real-world application of what they are being taught with technology in school. According to the ISTE Essential Conditions, I will also have to be skilled in the use of ICT. When I become a teacher I will also have to be prepared to attend ongoing learning in the form of technology-related professional learning. I may also have to be knowledgeable in grant writing to acquire “Consistent and Adequate Funding” for the technology in the school that I teach. Overall, I will need more training as a pre-service teacher so that I not only know how to use the technology, but I know how to use it to make connections between the standards and the material, while also getting my students to meet the standards laid down by the ISTE. I will have to help them not only learn how to use the technology, but how to implement it in a real-life situation. 
