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Overview

Extranormal is an Internet site where you can create your own online movies.  Their mission is to "bring movie-making to the people."  

You start to create your movie by selecting a set, one or two actors, and background sounds.  Then you create a story by typing in dialogue for your actors.  As you type the dialogue, you can drag in cameras, motions, faces, look-ats, pauses, points, and sounds. 

The cameras allow you to focus on one or both actors from different angles.  The motions are preset movements that the actors can make, like waving.  The faces and look-ats adjust the actors facial expressions and where they are looking.  Points allow more specific pointing actions.  And short sounds, like deep breathing or laughter can also be added.  
At any time you can preview your movie, which  requires a period of time for the movie to be created.
When you are completed, you can save your movie creation to the extranormal web site or export it to YouTube.  You must have a YouTube account.
The URL for the extranormal site is given below:
http://www.xtranormal.com/
Free Points For Educators
Extranormal is not free, but all new users get 300 free points and educators can apply and get 3400 free points.  You can apply by e-mailing customer service and requesting them.  
Sample Extranormal Movie

I created a short, 1:30 minute, movie about the subject of friction.  A teacher is asking questions about friction while a student explains how the presence of demons can explain all of the properties of friction. The discussion could be used as a start of a discussion on the importance of the scientific method.  
The movie uses one of the educational sets of a teacher and student in a school classroom and demonstrates the use of a number of cameras, motions, faces, pauses, points, and sounds.  The movie only required the use of around 150 points.
Here is a screen shot of the movie.
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The sample movie can be seen at the following URL:

http://www.xtranormal.com/watch/11710398
Pros & Cons

Pros:  The creation of the movie is very straight forward.  The dialogue is created by just typing it in and all of the actions are added by dragging icons into the dialogue. The specific actions can be selected by double clicking on the action icons.  A link that connects to the completed movie and that can be e-mailed to others or added to a web site is sent to you by e-mail.

Cons: While  the web site is fairly  simple, the directions are too simplistic at times.  You  definitely need to check out the tutorial.  There are a limited number of sets and actors.  I started with the idea of having two actors skydiving and talking to one another.  But there was no set available to do that. I suggest you check out the sets and actors and then start to think about the story you want to use them for.  

The actions for the actors are very limited at times and change depending on the actor chosen. 

It takes a long time to create a preview, even if the extranormal server is not busy.  But when you first start using the movie creator, you need to preview a lot in order to get a feel of what your movie will look like.  The end result is that even a short movie of a couple of minutes can take quite a while to  produce.   Creating a movie will give you some idea of what movie producers go through after many, many takes. 

Conclusion
With some effort and creativity, extranormal could be used to create short instructional online movies that could  be both  entertaining and effective.  
