Welcome to Ms. LaBeau’s Junior English Class (E302) at Fremd High School!


What can I gain from this course?
This course will offer you the opportunity to explore and share your own ideals and beliefs in contrast or connection to the history of other Americans and their writings. By identifying the inherent connection between literature and culture, specifically how one influences the other, and by answering the question, “How does this piece of writing reveal the ideals of the writer?”, you will gain insight to the importance of literature for understanding a culture/individual and vice versa. 

What will I do in this class?
You will read and analyze a variety of American literature selections. You will complete a research project and write composition assignments including informative, analytical, persuasive and comparison/contrast essays both on the literature as well as personal experience. You will also use technology as an appropriate tool for communication.

Course Content
 (
*
purpose and support
*active voice &elaboration
*Transitions
*Intros/Conclusions
*clear voice
)There will be lectures (requiring note taking), group activities, discussions and oral presentations, peer editing, writing assignments, reading and library research. You will be evaluated on: various assignments, essays, research project, class participation, editing skills, quizzes, tests and the final.

	Junior Writing Matrix

	·   Dashes
· Hyphens
· Parallel Structure
· Apostrophe
· Misplaced Modifiers
· Citations


Elements to master.

      Elements to practice. 










	Semester 1
	Semester 2

	Puritanism and The Crucible
Rationalism
Romanticism
Transcendentalism
Life Philosophy Paper
Ordinary People
Poetry sprinkled throughout both semesters
	Research Project-term paper
The Great Gatsby
Writers Week
ACT preparation
“Death of a Salesman”
Huck Finn
Short Stories



What does the teacher expect of me?
COMMON SENSE-COMMON COURTESY

Behavior Expectations
Supplies:  Bring your own material, including writing supplies, handouts, and relevant books.  “Sharing” materials doesn’t work, and it inconveniences the person who was responsible enough to be prepared. *Also, use only navy blue or black ink pen (I will not read the pastel, glitter, neon or other goofy ink pens).

Be On-Time and On-Task: stay attentive and prepared to learn from bell to bell.

Tardy Policy: Be sitting in your assigned seat when the bell rings, or you will be marked tardy. Accumulating tardies will result in detentions.

Make-Up Work:    Class work missed due to absence must be made up in two days unless an administrator grants an extension.  If you are in class when a test is announced, you are expected to take it if you are in class when it is given.

Late Work:  Only work turned in when it is initially collected is eligible for full credit.  All other work is considered late, including work turned in later the same class period.  Daily homework grades cannot be made up for point credit. Other work, such as student written papers, can be made up for partial credit: for each day late, the assignment value drops one letter grade until the value sets at half credit.

Seeking Help:  If you are struggling, please see your teacher, Ms. LaBeau.  I can provide extra help, instructional models, or other strategies; I may also refer you to the tutoring center (room 2, by the front entrance of the school). See Contact Information under “How do I contact my teacher?”

Do Your Own Work:	See “Academic Integrity”

Work Expectations
Do Your Best: Give your best effort on all work for this course. Anything less is cheating yourself out of who you are and who you can be. If at first you don’t succeed, try, try again.

Time Management: To succeed, you will have to create and follow a schedule and use time wisely. Provided class time and study hall periods should be utilized for coursework. While you may be accustomed to little or no outside of class work, this will change. You will have to do more than show up for class.

Participate: Be present mentally as well as physically. Ask questions; share ideas; look at any speaker. Take notes. Be curious.

LaBeau
E102
Be positive: Complaining solves nothing. Much of the course will be difficult and time consuming, and working with a positive attitude can make a difference between finishing and frustration limiting you.
Academic Integrity
Academic dishonesty refers to cheating, copying, plagiarizing, or otherwise representing the work of others as one's own through verbal, written, graphic, electronic, or other means.  Forms of academic dishonesty include, but are not limited to, the following:
· looking at another student’s answers, or using a “cheat sheet” during a test; or, providing other students with the means to copy answers;
· downloading material verbatim from an online source and representing it as one’s own without citing sources or crediting the author;
· copying in any form another person’s computer program or software file and representing it as one’s own;
· submitting work received through purchase or transfer as one’s own;
· copying text in any form from a source, without proper citation, and submitting as one’s own;
· falsifying, or attempting to alter, course grades, test grades, rank in class, grade point averages, credits earned, or other confidential information about oneself or others;
· acquiring and/or distributing tests, answers to tests, answer keys, class projects, research papers, reports, or school-owned materials through verbal, written, graphic, electronic, or other means.

 Students determined to have been academically dishonest are subject to disciplinary action. Depending on the severity of the offense, the number of offenses, the impact on other students and teachers, and/or the curriculum, students may lose credit for a project or test, lose class or course credit, be suspended pending a parent conference, or be recommended for expulsion.

Please understand the difference between getting help on your homework and assignments, and copying another’s homework or assignments in part or in its entirety, or, having another do your homework or assignment for you in part or in its entirety. If you are unsure, ask, because using somebody else’s work makes a student academically dishonest.

Also, understand that verbally communicating test or quiz questions to another student prior that student’s test or quiz is “distributing tests, answers to tests….,” as noted in the final bullet point listed above.



What is the grading scale?				How do I contact my teacher?
	English Grading Scale
	

	A+
	99-100
	

	A
	94-98
	

	A-
	92-93
	

	B+
	89-91
	

	B
	84-88
	

	B-
	82-83
	

	C+
	78-81
	

	C
	74-77
	

	C-
	72-73
	

	D+
	69-71
	

	D
	65-68
	

	F
	64 and below
	



Students and parents can communicate with teachers during conference periods or other times by arrangement.  Please consult the Fremd web page for teacher conference periods.  (They change from time to time.)

Contact Information:  
 (
Ms. LaBeau’s email:
nlabeau@d211.org
)English Office: (847) 755- 2716 *Please note that the voicemail is for a department of approximately 30 teachers, not individual, from which written messages are forwarded to us, usually at the end of the day. I recommend leaving messages with a live person instead.
 (
Web info:
http://www.fhs.d211.org/departments/english/nlabeau/
Wiki work space
:
http://enlish302nal.wetpaint.com
/
Ning Info and discussions:
http://my1englishclass.ning.com/
)
