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Online Databases?

Educationally sound, quality resources

checked for “PABAT”

–“P”urpose

–“A”uthority

–“B”ias

–“A”ccuracy

–“T”imeliness

Search Engines?

• May or may not produce list of 

educationally sound, quality 

resources

• Users must evaluate each page for 

“PABAT”
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Purpose?

• Inform, persuade, advocate, 

entertain, or sell a product?

• Goals stated?

• Target audience?

• Scholarly or popular?

Purpose?

Example:

Derrie-Air Airlines

http://flyderrie-air.com/
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Authority?

• Author listed?

–Contact information?

–Qualifications?

• Classification of site

–commercial (.com)

–governmental (.gov) 

–organizational (.org) 

–academic (.edu)

–personal?
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Authority?

Example:

Moon Exploration

http://www.dreamweaverstudios.com/moonbeam/moon.htm
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Bias?

• Opinions or facts?

– Differing opinions?

• Company/organization sponsored?

• Political, religious, social institution 

agenda?

Bias?

Example:

Martin Luther King, Jr.

http://www.martinlutherking.org/
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Accuracy?

• Well-researched?

• Sources documented?

• Errors?

• Print comparison?

Accuracy?

Example:

Facts About… The Civil War

http://www.idiotica.com/encyclopedia/content/civilwar.htm
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Timeliness?

• Created when?

• Updated last?

• Links work?

Timeliness?

Example:

Velcro Crops

http://home.inreach.com/kumbach/velcro.html
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Evaluate or Databases?

• EBSCO

• Gale Student Resource Center

• Facts on File

• Encyclopedia Britannica

• See the librarian for usernames and 

passwords
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Upstart product bookmarks & posters
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