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                                                                                                        Third codification of revisions and additions approved February 1st 2004.                                                                   

Article 1. Names, Clubs, Purpose 

 
Section 1. We shall be called and known as Lehigh Mountain 

Combine, Inc.


Section 2.
Clubs




The Lehigh Mountain Combine, Inc., (LMC) shall 

Consist of the following member clubs: 

Associated Bangor Club (ABC)

Berks Pigeon Association (BPA); *note 1

Boyertown Area Club (BAC); *note 2

Easton Racing Pigeon Club (ERP)

Keystone Concourse Association (KCA); *note 3

Mingo Homing Club (MH)

Northampton Pigeon Club (NPR)

North Penn Homing Pigeon Club, Inc. (NPC); *note 4

Reading Racing Pigeon Club (RPC)

Sportsman Pigeon Racing Club (SRC); *note 5

Section 3.
Purpose



The sole purpose is to promote and sponsor the racing 

pigeon sport. To achieve that purpose the combine shall 

Sponsor competitive races, issues diplomas, prizes and shall promote other activities in promotion of the sport as

The member clubs deem desirable, and to make available

in case of national emergency, all pigeons and facilities deemed necessary for national defense.

Note 1: Accepted as a member club by LMC on 1/27/1985.

Note 2: Changed name to Lenape Pigeon Club (LPC) 1/1994.

Note 3: Resigned from LMC 3/1996

Note 4: Resigned from the LMC 1/1991.

Note 5: Accepted as a member club by LMC 1/23/1993.Resigned 1/10/2002

Article II.
Boundary

The LMC Boundary committee met to draw up said boundary, and was 

Adopted 7/28/1974. Revised 4/14/1983.  2/01/04

A) One must fly 65 miles minimum to 140 miles maximum and be within 10 miles radius of one of the clubs. Entire Berks County is within boundary of the south section (2003).

B) Flyers living outside the 10 mile radius and members moving outside still wishing to fly with the combine, must present map of area, apply for variance and be voted on by the combine meeting.

C) Clubs must inform prospective members of combine limits.

D) All present members are not affected by new boundaries.

Article III.
Board Of Governors

The Board of Governors and the members shall determine LMC policies and shall promulgate LMC by-laws.

The Board shall regulate the racing pigeon sport of the combine; protect and advance the interest of the LMC both socially and financially; take action in pursuing the punishment of offenses that in its opinion affect the interest of the combine and regulate the expenditures of the combine. The Combine Officers will make all decisions regarding the combine financial issues (12/12/04).
It shall help in securing for the fancy, local and national legislation on matters pertaining to racing pigeons, and the freedom housing and racing of the same as may be deemed necessary and not conflicting with the works of the International Federation of Homing Pigeon Fanciers.

                                                                                                             Voting and Elections
A maximum three delegates on the board shall represent each member club. Each member club shall have (1) one individual vote in determining combine policies and by-laws 2/20/05.











Each combine member is eligible to vote for a period of one year if they have participated in 50% of one year’s combine sponsored average speed races. Example: Old birds and the following Young bird series. 












                                                                                                                            The club Secretary is responsible for submitting a list to the LMC. After the young bird series as to which members are eligible to vote on combine matters.










 











  Voting will be done by individual ballot.

















  Ballots will be supplied to all club secretaries to distribute to its eligible members. All ballots must be signed by the voting member and returned to the club or the combine Secretary. All unsigned ballots will be discarded. Any ballots that are returned sealed should be marked as sealed and may not be opened by the club. Sealed ballots may only be opened by the Combine President, Vice Presidents, and Combine Secretary Treasure. Ballot signatures will not be made public. 













  The members shall also elect Combine officers, schedule races, make race rules and other regulations necessary for the administration of the Combine. Combine Officers will determine the amount of annual dues and other assessments and shall generally be empowered to further the interest of the combine (12/12/04).

The Board of Governors shall meet at the call of the President. The Combine Recording Secretary shall notify members of the Board of meeting an each notice shall set forth the date, time and place of the meeting. If a member club is not represented at a duly called Combine meeting, such club shall nevertheless be bound by decisions, rules regulations and by-laws determined at the meeting provided that a majority of the member clubs are represented at the meeting.

The Board of Governors shall assist the President in the selection of the following committees.


By-law Committee


Race Committee


Audit Committee


Other committees as deemed necessary by the President.

When a member of a club makes a motion, a delegate of another club not the same club must second it.

Article IV.
Combine Officers

The Combine officers shall be President, First Vice President, Second Vice President, Recording Secretary and Treasurer, Race Liberation Secretary, Assistant Race Liberation Secretary, Race Report Secretary and Publicity Secretary. Officers shall be elected and shall serve on an annual basis. Nominations of candidates for Combine officers and the working agendas shall be constructed at the first meeting for the New Year. (Generally held in December) No one person may hold more than   2 offices in the LMC 1/23/99
















                      Elections for Combine Officers and voting on agenda items will be done by individual ballots at the second meeting of the year. (Generally held in January)

Section 1.


Meetings     





Order of Business

1. Roll Call

2. Minutes of previous meeting

3. Communications

4. Reports of committees

5. Unfinished business

6. Report of officers

7. Nominations and election of officers

8. Enrollment of new clubs

9. New Business

10. For the good of the order

11.     Adjournment

Section 2.
Duties

  Duties of Combine Officers:

A) The President shall preside at all Combine meetings and shall appoint committees when necessary or he can call a meeting if the Board of Governors deems it necessary. The President, subject to the approval of the board of Governors, shall if deemed necessary, appoint an Auditing Committee, consisting of Three (3) members of the Combine at such time and place as the Board determines. In the event of a tie vote the President shall revote and cast a tie breaking vote. The President and their family may attend the banquet at no charge. 1/9/2000

B) The First Vice President shall perform the above-named duties in the absence of the President or he can call a meeting if the board of Governors deems it necessary.

C) The Second Vice President shall exercise such powers in the absence of the President and First Vice President.

D) The Recording Secretary and Treasurer shall keep all minutes of all meetings and may be bonded if necessary; will notify all member clubs when dues are payable; collect, record and keep a complete list of all members. He shall conduct all Combine correspondence. All correspondence from clubs is to be directed to the Recording Secretary-Treasurer.

Added February 4, 1990

He / She shall collect agenda items from clubs on or at the 1st meeting in December of each year. Consolidate those agendas into a Combine agenda and mail the Combine agenda, together with club agendas attached, to all Combine officers, club presidents and secretaries prior to the working meeting generally held in January.

He shall perform such additional duties designated by the Board of Governors. They shall order and record sufficient supply of leg bands, countermarks, stationary, etc. for the Futurity and other combine sponsored races. He shall issue blank diplomas to all clubs.

He shall be custodian of all Combine funds and pay all bills and expenditures authorized by the Board. He shall have a complete set of bookkeeping records, which shall have all entries current, and up to date at all times. He shall have a financial report for each Combine meeting; shall call for an audit once a year before the first annual meeting.

Upon completion or expiration of term of office, he shall turn over to the new Secretary-Treasurer all Combine effects. This is to be done within three weeks after the election.                                                                       
                                                                                               
Liberator
E) The Race Liberation Secretary shall make all arrangements necessary for Combine races. They shall contact the Assistant Liberator, driver, and Make certain that the pigeons are released on time. They shall notify Member clubs of the time of liberation.                                                              
                 









  The Liberator may make the decision to ship 1 day earlier if adverse weather is forecasted provided he gives 48 hours advanced noticed1/23/99.
                                                                                                                                 
                                                                                    Race cancellations must be voted on by each club. One vote for each club1/23/99.                                                                                                                     
                                                                                             The Liberator has the authority to hold the birds for any reason. 1/09/2000 The Liberator shall operate within all guidelines set by the combine.  





                                                                                                                                                                                                      The Liberator should strongly consider not to release young birds before 10.00 am for the first four races in an attempt to avoid our birds from clashing with other combines.2/02/03









          
F) Added  4/01/04 Young birds and Old birds will not be released in EAST, NORTH or NORTHEAST winds Greater than 10 mile per hour.

G) No combine members except the elected officers may contact the Liberator to discuss or express their opinion or to attempt to influence the Liberator. Any member breaking this rule may be suspended.

H)    The Race Report Secretary shall compile the race results and shall send reports to the member clubs. No reports shall be included on the race report sheets 2/20/05. He shall determine the average speeds and in cooperation with the Recording Secretary shall secure and issue diplomas and trophies. He shall also have the authority to correct any tape. In the event of a questionable tape the Race Report Secretary shall notify the President and the Board of Governors will meet within 48 hours to decide on disqualification and course of action.

I)        The Publicity Secretary shall acquaint the fancy and the public with the purposes, functions and activities of the Combine through the medium of the press and other means of communication and of publication.                                                                         
                                                                                                                        ARTICLE V
MEMBERSHIP

     Section 1.

Membership in Lehigh Mountain Combine shall be as a member in an affiliated member club, not as an individual.

Section 2.  
Annual Dues shall be $25.00 per year for each member. Initiation fees shall be $25.00, reduced to $1.00 (12/21/03). Annual Combine dues, assessments for each race and liberation fees shall be set by the Board of Governors at the first meeting in January of each year. As of 12/12/04 Combine Officers will make all financial decisions. See Art.III LM-LMC Bands. Loft fees are currently $3.00 per race. Clubs that are required to transport their birds to another club for shipping are discounted to $2.00 per loft. 1/27/02. Shipping fee per bird is .75 each. Hold over fees for 100-300 mile races is 3.00 per day and 4.00 per day for 400-600 mile races 12/07/04


  



                                          LMC/LM Race






         Each Combine member shall receive 4 LM bands each year 4/01/04. Birds must go to the LM auction to be eligible to race in the LM race. LM auction birds start at $25.00 AND $7.00 from each bird sold will go toward the LMC race  4/01/04. One LMC band will be given for each banquet ticket purchased or awarded. Additional LMC bands are $7.00 1/23/99.  $5.00 will go into LMC race and $2.00 for Yearling 400 mile race which was founded in 1999.                                                                                                     

                                                                                                                 








            LM auction birds are eligible for the LMC race which will be held the week following the last 300 young bird race1/23/99.                                        
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         The members shall decide on auction dates according to race           schedule. Auctions shall be held in the morning. 1/09/2000          









  Old Bird Auction







  Any member placing a bird in the Combine Old Bird auction assumes the responsibility of placing the minimum bid of $10.00 if the bird is not sold. Each member that donates and or purchases a bird in the Old Bird auction may designate 1 bird for each purchased or donated to compete in the old bird auction race 2/20/05.                                                                




                                                     Young Bird Auction                                                                            
Bids will start at $25.00 and member donating bird may automatically have starting bid if they elect to bid. Any bird auctioned at LM or Young Bird auction may be nominated to participate in the 1st 100 mile special race for an additional fee of $5.00. 50% of the $5.00 race will go to the Combine.
Each new member shall pay $1.00 initiation fee. Annual dues including IF dues, shall be paid to the Combine Recording Secretary and Treasurer before April 1st of each year. Each member shall also be assessed for each race participated in and such assessment shall be on a race-to-race basis. The member clubs shall collect and forward such dues and assessments to the Combine Recording Secretary and Treasurer. The member clubs shall remit liberation fees to the Combine Recording Secretary and Treasurer on a race-to-race basis.

                                                                                                       JUNIOR MEMBERS                                           


                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       The LMC participates in a junior membership program. All junior members must be at least school age up to and including 17 years old. They must be able to handle their own birds. They must be able to countermark birds during shipping. Junior members must fly from their own loft. They may not participate in any Combine sponsored special races. Junior members may fly out of the same loft as a senior member but they will not be eligible for a junior award and are limited to a combined total of 30 birds shipped to that loft. Junior members must use their own clock except when using EBSS. If flying from a combined loft a separate band list must be turned in to the combine Race Secretary at the beginning of each season. Birds on those lists may not be transferred. Junior members will not receive LM bands. Junior member fees will be ½ of all regular fees.                                                                                                                                                   


The band numbers and the names of the members to whom all futurity bands were sold and the payment for same must be in the hands of the Combine Secretary not latter than July 1st of the current year. Combine members are allowed to transfer Combine Futurity banded birds to another fancier in the combine if it is reported to the Combine Recording Secretary Treasurer on or before September 1 of the year in which the race is to be flown. 
















   On the day of shipping each member club Secretary or Race Committee for regular races shall inform the Combine Race Secretary of the number of birds entered on shipping night along with the number of lofts shipped in the club? This information may be sent back with the pickup driver on shipping night along with the total number of trainers shipped.









  With the exception of the Futurity races, band numbers of all birds entered in Special races must be sent to the Race Report Secretary not latter than the day of shipping to the scheduled race.

All members shall use arrival sheets furnished by the Combine.

All stop and clocks shall be barred and only continuous running timers and EBSS shall be used in Combine races.

Section 3

Lofts having 2 or more partners as members of an affiliated 

Club, or of affiliated clubs will pay the yearly combine dues for 

each member in said partnership.

Section 4

Any club of Five (5) or more reputable fanciers may become 

affiliated with the Lehigh Mountain Combine Inc. Acceptance is to be a Majority voting by the existing Combine members.


Section 5

A club shall be required to have three actual fliers in a race to 

compete as a club. In the event a club falls below 3 members, the remaining members shall, as a group enter their birds in any Combine club. However clocks shall be set and taken off by the club accepting their birds. They shall receive position and compete in their own club only. Not in the hosting club.

Section 6

Resignation of any club from the Lehigh Mountain Combine 

shall forfeit the clubs right of any existing monies and relinquish all claims on Combine assets.                                Any club not competing in a young bird and old bird series of one calendar year must pay their yearly dues, (minimum 5 members) or will be considered as resigned and must be re-accepted as a new club or member before they may compete again as a member club in the Lehigh Mountain Combine.

Section 7

Added February 7, 1988.

In the event that the combine disbands, distribution of Combine assets shall be made only to clubs having a continuous membership of 10 years or longer in the Combine.

Clubs with less than 10 years of continuous membership will be excluded from any such distribution. 

Article VI.  Race Rules

Section 1.
The Race Committee shall administer the race rules set up in this article. The Race Committee shall be made up of the Race Secretary of each club and the Combine President who shall preside and cast a tie-breaking vote if needed.

Section 2.  
The schedule of races shall be arranged and agreed upon by the Board and voted on by the combine members.                            
                                                                                   Keep race schedule and approximate starting date the same for the next three years 2/25/01. Old Bird season shall start around 4/14 and Young Birds shall start around 8/25.



                                                                                                                                 
                                                                                              Races shall not be scheduled to be flown on Mother’s Day and Easter Sunday.1/27/2002.                                            











 Whenever possible maintain the race schedule.  A race May not eliminated due to bad weather. Liberator may adjust day of race due to inclement weather or birds may be brought back to a shorter distance however, a race may not change from a long race to a short race. 4/01/04

Section 3.  Clocks

A)
All clocks must be set up as continuous running. Tapes must 

be legible and clocks in good running order.

B) Capsules must be used to time all pigeons clocked with conventional clocks. The counter band shall be placed in a male or female type capsule or a hinge-type may be used and placed in the chamber with open end down.

NO OPEN END CAPSULES shall be allowed.

ONE COUNTERMARK per capsule. Should a second countermark be placed in the same capsule, one will be diisqualified.

C) All timers and antennas are to be sealed with a Numbered Seal. Any combine officer may recheck any and all seals at any time as deemed necessary by the President.

D) Variations are to be calculated by the standard black book procedure.

E) At all times, the short second shall be read on all clock tapes.

F) In the event of a hold over of any race the clock can run indefinite.

G) During knock-off at club (set up) second knockoff shall be on the minute- no longer than five (5) minutes.

H) Under no circumstances shall a clock tape have more than two (2) holes punched with the clocks built-in automatic safety device. No more than two (2) holes shall appear on the tape or it is to be thrown out and flyer disqualified. No holes between set-up and knock-off.

















7/30/00
Approved 8/17/00


LMC EBSS




The following rules are for Electronic Band Scanning System 


(EBSS).




We propose to adopt the rules set forth by the American 



Racing Pigeon Union AU Race Rules section 16 with the 



following exceptions. 




Note: The IF rules closely mirror the AU. 




This section will supersede previous LMC race rules that 



would prohibit the EBSS system.     


16.01

In the case of double bands for futurity and club special races 


the seamless band may be assigned and registered through 


the race secretary of the club for use in more than one special 


race.  


16.03 
The EBSS may not be used for LMC Futurity race or three bird 


derby unless these races are flown in conjunction with an 



average speed race. LMC members shall be permitted to use 


the EBSS for all average speed races. 


16.04          LMC members will not be forced to purchase / use an 


          Electronic Band Scanning System.


16.05         The race bird needs to be contained. The electronic band 



scanning system sensor/ antenna must be within the entrance 


to the loft. (This must be after the entry or through bobs, 



sputnik or other device/ system that the bird will be contained.) 


See Drawing. The antenna must be located in an area where 


the bird can be clocked manually without the possibility of 



escaping.

16.09 
The organization shall be the LMC individual Clubs clock 



committee. 









16.10         The scanner pad must be sealed with a numbered seal and 

recorded prior to the race and remain in tact as to the time it is 

checked and or removed by the club clock committee.


16.11

At no time shall a member remove their own seal. This applies 


to any time before, during, or after the season.



 


Amendment 1600-1



Implemented 2/25/01


16.12

A handicap of 8 seconds will be given to those LMC members 


using manual clocking systems.















This will be accomplished by adding 8 seconds to each bird’s 

actual clocking time for those LMC members using the EBSS.

I) Each fancier or loft shall be entitled to no more than TWO positions in any Combine sponsored regular race. Each fancier or loft shall be entitled to as many positions as he can win in Futurity, Bond or other special races until all diplomas and prizes have been won.

J) If the timers are slow or fast, appropriate adjustments in arrival times and speeds shall be shown on the arrival sheets sent to the Race Report Secretary.

K) When calculating speeds, the speed must be carried out to the third decimal.

L) If a bird is clocked before midnight on race day, the speed of that bird shall be figured on the basis of actual time consumed.

M) A race shall close Seventy-two (72) hours after liberation but in the event that all diplomas and prizes are not won within such time, then the race shall close not latter than twenty-four (24) hours after all diplomas and prizes are won.

                                                                                                                                            
Any unclaimed derby prizes shall be distributed to the lofts that                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 won the race. 1/09/2000               








N)                                                                                                        Overall average speed in each series of races, old bird and young bird shall be calculated on a time-consumed basis.    









                                                                                         It shall be the responsibility of each of the member clubs to make certain that birds reach the shipping point at the appointed time. Any member or club transporting countermarked birds must have all crates sealed with numbered seals.
O) Any member caught Racing, Detaining or Housing a racing pigeon to which he has not a clear title, upon conviction by an affiliated club of the Combine or both, shall be suspended for a period of not less than One (1) year and not more than Three (3) Years.

P) Should a member of the Combine be found guilty of any overt act as stated in his affiliated club’s By-Laws and race rules and suspended from his affiliated club, he will stand suspended from the Combine, upon receipt of a written notification by the Combine Secretary and from the affiliated club’s secretary until suspension is verified or rejected by the combine.











         The Combine shall never make race pools compulsory. Jr. members under the age of 18 may not participate in pools or special races. Special races may be scheduled but such races shall never be designated as average speed races.

Member clubs shall not ship or convey birds other than the birds duly entered in Combine race stations for liberation on Combine liberation days.

Q) A suspended member of an affiliated club may appeal the decision of his club to the Combine. Said appeal must be acted upon within THIRTY days after receipt of written notification by the combine secretary.

R) One Lehigh Mountain Combine diploma shall be issued for every FIVE members and a fraction thereof competing in each race. 

S) The Combine shall issue average speed awards and diplomas in the North and South sections of the Combine.

Average Speed Awards: In all Combine averages give award for the first four positions each section.

T) The Combine race reports shall show the diplomas winners in each section. Individual race trophies or prizes shall be awarded to winners in the North and South.

U) STRAYS may not be entered in Combine sponsored races unless the fancier can prove ownership. The Board of Governors shall hold member clubs permitting such reprehensible practice responsible.

V) The PREVAILING BIRD LIMIT of 30 birds, as determined from time to time by the Board of Governors shall apply to each LOFT, LANDING BOARD and TRAP.                                                                                









 Trainers
W) There is no limit on the number of birds that may be shipped for training. Training fee is .50 cents per bird with races and .25 cents per bird on training runs only. The cost per bird to members not participating in the race is .65 cents per bird.4/01/04. Trainers are not included in free shipping program 7/27/03.


     






                                                                            Only Combine members may ship trainers. 4/01/04                    

                                                                                          Trainers may be shipped on any average speed race.  Trainers will be released at the 100 mile station ½ hour after liberation on the 100 mile races and around Hagerstown, Md. On all other races. 

X) Revised January 8, 1995: “A member can only compete with one Combine club per Combine Race

Section 4.
Race Procedure

A) All clubs shall countermark, ship their own birds, seal crates and ready them to be transported by Combine arranged facilities. No member shall be allowed to COUNTERMARK OR SCAN THEIR OWN BIRDS or to handle them anytime AFTER THEY HAVE BEEN COUNTERMARKED OR SCANNED. Only the birds competing in the race maybe shipped in the compartments with the race birds.

B) ALL MASTER TIMERS must be atomic self setting.12/21/03.
C) All clubs shall have completed race results in mail to the Combine Race Secretary within Forty-Eight (48) hours after race is completed.

D) Race reports shall be CHECKED and results printed each week a race is flown by the Combine Race Secretary.

E) Any bird maybe disqualified for improbable or impossible speed when another Combine club, in writing, makes a protest to the Combine Race Secretary within (14) Days of the date race in question was flown.

                                                                                                    Added to Race Rules January 16, 1994:

“2.1
“Improbable” or “Impossible speed” is defined in paragraph 2.1.2 below.

2.1.1 “The club race secretary shall report to the combine race secretary, upon completion of calculating a race, the following:

2.1.2 “400, 500, 600 mile day birds; and in young bird 300 mile day birds, on all smash races, and in any race whenever the winning member is out front by more than 10% of the next member in the club. i.e., in a race where the time consumed is 5 hours = 300 minutes, 10% = 30 minutes; if another bird isn’t clocked in the club within 30 minutes, winning bird must be reported to the Combine Race Secretary. 

2.1.3 “The Combine Race Secretary shall report to the Combine President any “improbable or impossible speed” immediately upon being informed of such speed.

2.1.4 The Combine Race Secretary shall retain the clock tapes of the top three lofts of each club until after the old bird or young bird series has been flown, average speed reports have been issued, and no protest has been registered.

2.2 
Add the following to Article VI, Section 4, paragraph F): “Prior 
to the race committee voting on an accused member, the 
committee shall do the following:     


2.2.1 “Take testimony from the accused member and any /or any other witness (es) having knowledge of the alleged offense (s).

2.2.2
“Deliberate, in private and without the presence of an accused member or witness (es).”

2.2.3 “Vote an accused member guilty or innocent of the charge (s) brought against such member.”

2.2.4 “Any member found to be guilty shall be suspended for a time period determined to be appropriate by the race committee.” 

2.2.5 “A suspended member has the right to appeal the suspension to the AU of IF.”

F) Any member accused of violating any rules of his club, Combine, or any infraction detrimental to the sport of racing pigeons, upon receipt of said charge, in writing, to the President of the Combine shall be immediately SUSPENDED. A Race Committee of at least one member from each club of the Combine shall be called by the President to determine guilt or innocence of said member. This committee is to be called together within 3 Days of said charge. Majority vote of the committee shall prevail. If found guilty, said member can be suspended.

G) No member club may schedule, ship or take off a race from their headquarters the same day as a Combine scheduled race.                                                                                                                       
                                                                                        There shall be two club pickups scheduled in the north and two in the south. 1/07/01 Easton Club shall have a pickup beginning in Young birds 2004                                                                                               
                                                                                                                                     Clubs receiving a pickup at their club are required to pay a 75 bird minimum charge.  Clubs may combine totals at a pickup to achieve the minimum limit.1/09/2000             


                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           Any members that must transport their birds to another club due to no pickup shall only pay $2.00 per loft instead of $3.00 1/27/02  Any member shipping from another club is shipping as a member of their own club only, not the club accepting their birds.1/27/02 All clubs and members that must transport their birds must ship together as one club unless a member has missed the truck and therefore may go to any club to ship as a member of their own club.1/27/02                                                                                                                               
                                                                                                If a club must transport their birds to another club for a pickup, all crates must be sealed with numbered seals and two combine members from separate lofts must be present with the transported birds at all times. Seals shall not be removed until the crates are in the combine truck. 1/07/01. All occupied compartments in the truck must be sealed and logged by the club with numbered seals that are furnished by the combine.
H) The Race Committee may toss any Combine winning pigeon or anyone designated by them. All winning birds shall be produced upon request at the winning loft.

I) The prevailing bird limit, as determined from time to time by the Board of Governors, shall apply to each loft, measurement, Landing Board and Trap. More than one Combine member may fly from lofts adjacent to one another carrying the same measurements by official survey provided the band numbers of each fancier be registered in the name of the respective owners for club and Combine purposes. A maximum limit of thirty (30) feet shall be placed on the distance between the traps of the two lofts. (Added to on 2/2/86 to read:) The list made when more than one member flies under same measurement is permanent. Under no circumstances will a bird be flown to one loft as a young bird and transferred as an old bird.

J) Time out for darkness shall be taken from the United States Weather Bureau calculations for LVIA for time between sunset and sunrise and add one (1) hour for Day Light savings Time.(1/2 hour after sunset and ½ hour before sunrise)

K) No clock shall vary more than thirteen (13) seconds per hour two consecutive times. A variation greater than this is automatic disqualification.

L) If clock stops, take the stopped clock and Combine countermark to the nearest Combine member and insert the countermark in the other member’s clock. Under no circumstance will the member break his own seal. This shall be an automatic disqualification. The disabled clock shall be brought to the club for verification.(Added to 2/21/82: If member clock stops after clocking birds and is unknown. Member gets the time he knocks at club or five yards behind the last flyer in the club on the day. Whichever gives him the best speed. Clock must be knocked off at the club and tape from stopped clock must be sent to Combine Race Secretary regardless of the position.

M) Local Club Secretary shall pay shipping cost to the Combine Secretary-Treasurer within two (2) weeks after shipping birds.

N) All birds entered in a race must be seamless banded with A.U., I.F. or U.S.A. bands.

O) Anything not covered under these rules and any disputes arising concerning races shall be settled by the Race Committee.

P)  Added to 4/01/04: No race may be brought back from a Long distance to a Short distance race.

Q) Added  4/01/04 Young birds and Old birds will not be released in EAST, NORTH or NORTHEAST winds Greater than 10 mile per hour.

R) Added 2/2/86: Only One clock tape should be used per Loft on race day, eliminating the use of Two Clocks.

S) Added to 2/2/86: Birds will be positioned as they are clocked. Excluding pool or Futurity birds, meaning your pool bird could be third or fourth bird clocked and still be the best pool or futurity bird.

T) Added 2/2/86: Average speed diplomas will be issued on the basis of one for every five starting lofts.

U) Added4/01/04: “Race Reschedule”: If race is not flown that day, when possible maintain the schedule. Do not re-schedule or change scheduled race dates.”

ARTICLE VI


Section 5
OUTSTANDING BIRD


Lehigh Mountain Combine point system shall be used. There 
shall be Two (2) awards each year. One (1) for the Old bird 
series and 
one (1) for the Young bird series. 


Revised February 4, 1990 to:


“Outstanding Bird Awards: There will be Three (3) awards for 
each series of races. (3 old and 3 young)” 


Added January 21, 1996: “Outstanding bird point system – 
change the eligible bird number from Combine diploma 
position birds to thirty (30) birds per race.”


Section 6.
Junior Members


The Lehigh Mountain Combine wishes to encourage new 
membership. We have set forth the following provisions for 
Junior membership fanciers:        

A) A junior fancier shall be considered a member if he is a student under Nineteen (19) years of age, who elects to compete for Combine trophies, diplomas and positions only.

Revised January 21, 1996:

“To qualify as a Junior member, a junior must be old enough to handle his (her) own birds, and be able to handle birds during counter marking, and must not be older than 18 years of age.”

B) As a junior member he (she) shall not pay combine dues. In the event he elects to pay Combine dues as an adult flyer, he will be ineligible to again resume as a junior flyer.

C) Cost of shipping pigeons shall be the only requirement of a junior flyer.

D) Junior membership dues are $5.00   Shipping is $1 a loft and $.30 per bird (shipping cost) up to 30 birds (limit).Any other fees are ½ of the regular fees. All Jr. lofts will receive a combined award trophy.

E) Jr. member and Sr. member shipping limit:

Jr. and Sr. members may ship as partners out of the same loft and may only ship a maximum of 30 birds each race.

F) Added January 21, 1996:    

“Jr. and Sr. members flying as partners must maintain separate bird lists; to be submitted to the Combine Race Secretary, and may not switch birds between Jr. and Sr. members in following years.”














Article VII.
TRANSPORTATION



An individual (not necessarily a member) is to be assigned for 

the maintenance of the truck by the President.
















All compartments containing race birds are to be sealed 


with a numbered lead seals to be supplied combine. Clubs 

may be assessed for the cost of the seals. All seal numbers 

must be recorded by the truck driver and club.





                     




  DRIVER JOB DESCRIPTION 




                                                                           


Transport and care for the pigeons from a starting point in the 


Lehigh Mountain Combine area to a Race station and return of 


transport vehicle in a responsible and safe manner.
















SPECIAL NOTE:
At no time shall the truck engine be 


running while the truck is parked to avoid carbon monoxide 


poisoning to the pigeons or driver.















100 to 300 mile race stations:




1.   Birds are transported to the point of release during the 


overnight hours. Early in the morning the trucks outer doors 


are opened (Weather permitting) and birds are watered 



preferably before sunrise. 




2.   Birds are released at a designated time and location as  


coordinated by Liberator and Driver in a 
clear and safe area.


Any birds refusing to leave the truck should remain in the truck 


and reported to the Combine Race Secretary upon return. 


Trainers are liberated 1/2-hour later on 100-mile races and 


near Haggerstown, Md. on return from 150 - 300 mile races.
                                  


                                                                                            




Important note: Trainers are to be released through 



the inside sliding doors only.                                                                     





3.   Driver will return the vehicle to the LMC and report 



weather conditions, supplies, or any incidents 
encountered 


during the trip to the Race Secretary.




400 to 500 mile race stations:




1.   The Driver will pick the birds up at the clubs for the long 


races. This may be accomplished with the use of separate 


driver.




2.   Birds are transported are transported as early as possible


after they are picked up. The driver will proceed to location    


around Purcellville, Va. to release training birds.                                                                                                                                                                                              
                                                                                                                                                                                                          


3.   Driver will stop and water the birds at this time. Open 



center door and remain parked with engine off for 




approximately 1 hour. Trainers may then be released through 


the inside sliding doors. Release time and location along with  


weather conditions are recorded on the drivers log.



4.   The driver will then check with a service station for drinking 


water to refill the truck's water tank usually at Roanoke, VA or 


Bristol, TN.




5.   The driver will proceed to the race station 
arriving by   


3:00 
PM - 6:00 PM and open up the trucks outer doors. The 


driver will then feed the birds in one pan and water in the other 


2 pans per compartment. Additional feed and water are to be 


added as needed. Feed pans are remove after 90 minutes and 


the uneaten feed is to be discarded. The driver will spend the 


night in the race station area.




6.   Birds are then released at a designated time and 



location as coordinated by Liberator and Driver in a clear and 


safe area.                                                                                                       













       



7.   On all long and short races the driver will check for any 


pigeons left in truck. Sick or injured birds will remain in truck 


and returned. Report them to the Race Secretary upon return. 


They are not to be released closer to home.














8.   Driver will return the vehicle to the LMC.




9.   Driver is to report to Race Secretary, weather conditions, 


supplies, incidents or any other important information 



encountered during the trip.    











                                           
  
Important Contacts:







         
President    Jim Effting   (cell)    610-739-8466  (work) 610-391-7654                     
Al Turansky                                484-264-2792

  
 


Barry Dierolf
                       610-845-3078
                              
Race Secretary   Ron Liszcz      610-376-5008



The provisions of the Constitution and the By-Laws, as they 

appear above, were approved, adopted and ratified by the 

Board of Governors of the Lehigh Mountain Combine at a 


meeting of such Board held on April 4, 1976. 



Originally signed by:
Robert Ring: President; Russell Baus: 

Recording Secretary/ Treasurer ; February, 1977



          First Codification :  



The revisions and updating of the Constitution and By-laws, as 

they appear herein before, were approved adopted and ratified 

by the Board of Governors of the Lehigh Mountain Combine 

Inc. at meetings of such Board held on February 24, 1980, 

February 21, 1982, February 6, 1983, April 14, 1983 and 


February 2, 1986.



Originally signed by: Charles (Bud) Spielman, President and 

Beverly J. Liszcz, Recording Secretary and Treasurer, 


February, 1986.

       



























































  Second Codification:



The revisions and updating of the Constitution and By-laws, 

as they appear herein before, were approved adopted and 

ratified by the Board of Governors of the Lehigh Mountain 

Combine Inc. at meetings of such Board held on February 7, 

1988, February 4, 1990, February 10, 1991, February 16, 


1992 and  January  24, 1993, January 16, 1994, January 8, 

1995 and January 21, 1996.



Originally signed by: Gunther Senftleben, President and 


Sherry Higgins, Recording Secretary-Treasurer. August, 1996.    
























                            

Third Codification
                                                                                                                   



The revisions and updating of the constitution and bylaws, as 

they appear herein before, were approved adopted as 


complete and will be maintained annually by the board of 


Governors of the Lehigh Mountain Combine Inc. at meetings 

of such Board held in1997, 1998, 1999, 2000, 2001, 2002, 

2003, and 2005 Originally signed by: James Effting, President, 

Frank Monberger, Recording Secretary-Treasurer, and Barry 

Dierolf Vice President. February 1, 2004.    
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