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Statement of Purpose 

The goal of the Ware Historical Society is to preserve local artifacts and information, to promote local historical research and educational activities, and to develop the community’s awareness of its unique historical heritage.

Meetings

The Ware Historical Society meets on the third Wednesday of each month in the Ware Senior Center unless otherwise noted.

Please leave nearby parking spots for the less able members.

The Ware Historical Society invites all persons, businesses and organizations who are interested in the preservation 

of local artifacts and information as well as the promotion of local historical research and educational activities, to join the Society and become involved in its programs to develop the community’s awareness of its unique historical heritage. 
Membership dues: $12 individual, $20 family, and $25 business 

Membership year: September 1 to August 31. 
Our mailing address is:

Ware Historical Society

c/o Judy Aversa, 

42 Shoreline Drive Ware, MA 01082
For further information please call

413-967-6882

and leave your name, number and question on the answering machine and someone will return your call.

For all evening meetings, the refreshments and conversation will begin at 6:30 and the program will begin at 7:00
Ware Fair 10 a.m.

Saturday, September 15th (rain date: Sept 16th): 
The Where’s Ware Magical History Bus Tour leaves Meeting House at 9:30 and costs only $5.00! 

Walk through the Meeting House on a historical trip with Jim Waz, watch the slideshow in the school room, browse through the tag sale items, make a bid on the silent auction, take a chance on the 50-50 raffle, buy an item or two to support the restoration effort, then enjoy home made chili and dessert! 
Wednesday, September 19, 2007

Business meeting 7:30 PM

Hike with History 10:00 a.m.

Saturday, October 13: 

Who settled Ware? Join us at Elizabeth Howe Lincoln’s home on Ol’ Stagecoach Road for a walking tour of a pristine pioneer home site or stay at her studio to shop and chat Come prepared. Dress comfortably. Bring a lunch and lots to drink. It is a serious hike, about1 ½ miles, a bit uphill and rocky, but worth the effort. Jennifer Lincoln, Elizabeth’s granddaughter, will guide us through the area and the history of the site. 

From Ware to Eternity, Drawing On Humor and Intellect

Wednesday, October 17th. 6:30 p.m. 

Dave Granlund was born in Ware, graduated from Ware High and studied art with Elizabeth Lincoln. He said if it weren’t for her, he might be lost on a mountain in the Himalayas by now. He is a full-time syndicated editorial cartoonist whose work has appeared in over 700 daily newspapers, magazines such as Newsweek, and on NBC’s Today Show and has received many newspaper awards and has been nominated numerous times for the Pulitzer Prize. Come hear Dave reminisce as he mixes history, current events and humor while sketching cartoons and caricatures. See his newest book PULLING IT ALL TOGETHER.

Exodus from Enfield: Building the Quabbin

Wednesday, November 14th: 6:30 p.m.

Bob Wilder’s family left Enfield in 1938 and moved to Warren. A member of the Swift River Valley Historical Society and a regular at the Tuesday Teas at the Visitors’ Center, he brings the story of a life much simpler but much more difficult than today to schools and interested listeners. Bob speaks of the years of planning of the Quabbin project and the taking of the towns of Dana, Greenwich, Prescott, and Enfield. Family history was broken, places known by all in the community disappeared from existence, and ways of life changed drastically. There is no turning back, but memories of a life and time we can only reflect upon and the magnificence of the land and water now give us the Two Beauties of Quabbin.

Christmas Party

Wednesday, December 19th: 6:30 p.m.    

Open to all members. Bring your favorite dish for all to enjoy at a potluck supper. 

January-February.  No meetings.

BYOB! Treasure glass… old bottles and cellar holes 

Wednesday, March 19th: 6:30 p.m.

Come share the excitement of discovering history through the remnants left behind by early residents. Paul Larson of the Ware Cemetery Department is passionate about the history of Ware. He uncorks the story one bottle at a time. Come learn what to look for and how to estimate dates of old bottles. Bring your own bottle. Business meeting at 7:30.

Restoration Tour: Step by Step   

Wednesday, April 16th 6:30 p.m.  

You watched the outside of the Meeting House become pristine as the restoration project progressed, but did you wonder what was going on inside? Don Bacon followed the process from the beginning, and has the extraordinary photographs to prove it. Come listen to Don discuss the challenges the restoration of the 1799 building presented to the architect and contractors, and then show how those problems were solved. 

More Ware River Railroad

Wednesday, May 21st: 6:30p.m. 

Back by popular demand! Phil Opielowski of the Railroad Advisory Board of the Palmer Public Library and creator of a large G-scale railroad constructed for the children’s area “Imagination Station”, will share his experiences of writing his book on Railroading, update us on his O Scale layout of The Ware River Railroad and share new discoveries from his railroad archaeology. The Ware River line has a far more colorful and interesting history than originally believed and Phil has a special affection for it dating back to his cab rides from Thorndike at the age of three. Phil has also published articles about his work in Model Railroader and O Scale Trains.

Annual Meeting and End of Year Party 

Wednesday, June 18th, 6:30 p.m. 
Open to all members. Bring your favorite dish for all to enjoy at a potluck supper. 

The Ware Historical Society
is indebted to the years of service
given by the late
Joan Bassford

