www.googleearthireland.com					     Creating a Virtual Tour using Google Earth
Introduction
I have uploaded a video tutorial to supplyment this sheet and it can be watched here if you have access to YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v7p4AztAuH0 or here at teachertube: http://teachertube.com/members/viewVideo.php?video_id=163222&title=Add_images_to_virtual_tour_on_Google_Earth   (a video upload site not banned in Irish Schools! )
The Process
The basic principles involved in this process are to upload images, copy and paste the html code for each and insert it into the Placemark you have created on Google Earth then record a tour file and save it so that it can be shared. 
Okay before we start you will need to set up accounts with Photobucket: www.photobucket.com If in the future you want to add videos then you will need to use YouTube to upload them.

Before uploading all of your photos make sure you select more options under upload images on Photobucket and check that the image resize is set at the default which is medium 320 x 240. This makes sure that when the image opens on Google Earth it does not take up the whole screen!  (tip: holding ctrl and selecting all photos at once saves time)

When the success screen comes up select save & get links (if you have a number of images this can take some time.) You may want to compress images using Microsoft picture viewer before uploading.
Setting up your folders for the tour
Open up Google Earth – right click on my places- add new folder -name it ‘tour of …’- 
Right click on the new folder - select add new folder and call it images.  Repeat this step for video if necessary. 
(TIP: to rename folder: right click on folder and click on rename) 

Find area that corresponds to your first picture - create a Placemark – change the Placemark symbol to camera by clicking on the box to the right of the name – change colour if you want.



Adding Photos
Copy and paste the HTML code into the descriptions box of your Placemark balloon 
(tip: if you have closed the Placemark click on it and go to properties to bring up options again)

Go to view on the Placemark balloon and move Google Earth to the direction that corresponds with your photo – then click snapshot current view and click okay. 


Click on Placemark to test that image comes up.
Now you have the option to add some text narrative to your image. Type or copy or paste your words below the HTML code in the Placemark. To open the options for the Placemark right click on it and select properties.  1 to 3 lines of text works best. If you want to add more information create a new Placemark beside the image which is only for text. 

Adding Videos (not important at the moment!)
Video works in the same way but is streamed from YouTube. Upload video then click embed options and copy and paste the embed code into the Placemark description. 
 Tip:  It may also be worth stopping ratings and comments on the video but keep it public or it will not play in Google Earth)
Copy steps 5-8 
IMPORTANT TIP: Make sure when creating multiple Placemarks that you have clicked and highlighted on the images or video folder in my places before you add a new Placemark. This will make sure everything is kept in the right place. If for some reason Placemarks are not in the correct place you can always drag the files into the correct folders at anytime. 
 
Setting up a tour 
(TIP: This does not work for videos you have uploaded so un-tick any videos before you start)
 Setting tours allows you to take viewers on a journey of your Placemarks. Tour settings need to be experimented with to suit your needs.
The tour button




You will need to change some of the options on Google Earth to get the most out of this feature. Go to tools-options – touring. Change time between features to affect how quickly you fly and change wait at features to at least 10 seconds to allow time for the photo to load and viewers to read text if need be. Also go to tools-options- 3D view and change terrain quality to higher. As mentioned before you may want to change the altitude and tilt Google Earth. To do this right click on each Placemark in the folder and select snapshot view from the list of options. It is also important that you tick ‘show balloon between features’ so that your Placemark opens to display the photo. 







Now if you want to control what area you view between your Placemarks you can add a ‘flight’ path. 
Experiment with changing the colour, width and also change the options again to select the angle and altitude you view the flight from. Again much of this is trial and error and finding what suits your tour best. 
 (
Path button
) [image: ]
 For Google Earth to recognise this feature you will need to tick ‘fly along lines’ in the options-touring  menu)
Recording and saving a Tour
You can record the tour to your needs and save and send it so that the viewer sees exactly what you set up. To do this right click on ‘tour of…’ folder – add- tour. (make sure your images folder is in the ‘tour of…’ folder!)        Hit the tour play button and the red record button.
[image: ]
If at this stage you are feeling adventurous why not plug in a microphone (talking into a headphone works as well!) and add a voice over to your tour! Click on the microphone button after you have selected record. 
Press the red record button to stop recording. To save the tour click this button and name the file. It will now appear under places. 
IMPORTANT…
 At the moment the tour you created will be sitting on its own. It needs to be placed in the tour of folder along with the images for it to be able to open the images as it flies around. So make sure that the tour that you have just recorded is dragged and dropped into the original folder called ‘tour of…’ and that the images file is also in the tour of folder. When you extend tour of folder you should see both files appear.  In theory it should look like this 

TO SAVE: Right click on ‘tour of…’ folder and select Save Place As 
TO SEND DIRECTLY: Right click on ‘tour of…’ and click email. 
One final tip. When you open a tour kmz file you will need to start it playing by pressing the tour button. 
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