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ESOL -  Level Six Instructor:  John Avery


Writing Competencies – Vocabulary & Dictionary Skills

An important part of learning English is to increase your vocabulary. In this class, you will study vocabulary for reading and writing through word cards or the vocabulary wiki. 

Creating Word Study Cards
	Word study cards are useful tools for learning and reviewing important vocabulary or key terms. The cards should contain the essential information you will need to understand the new words. Here is a list of information that should be on the cards:

	
On the front of the card
1. The vocabulary word you are learning
2. The part of speech for the word.   Words may take many different forms. A word can be a noun in one sentence and a verb in another. The part of speech you put on your word card should match how the word is used in the passage you are studying. 
3. The word in use line gives the word in a sentence as it is used in the chapter you are studying. This section is very important as words change not only their form, but also their meanings depending on how they are used in sentences. You will need to search the text to find the word and then write the sentence on the card. 
4. 
On the back side of the card
	The vocabulary word your are learning
	The definition of the word. Use the definition that matches the word form and meaning that are used in the sentence from your reading source. You can use classroom dictionaries for definitions or go to these websites. 
· The Newbury House Dictionary at http://nhd.heinle.com/home.aspx
· The Wordsmith Dictionary at http://www.wordsmyth.net/live/home.php
· The Merriam-Webster Online Dictionary at http://www.m-w.com/
· The American Heritage Dictionary at http://www.bartleby.com/61/
5. Examples (Collocations) are other words that are often used together with the main word. They are like the word in use section, but may come from different sources. There are websites that will give you collocations for words. Here are two websites you can check. 
· The Online Concordancer at http://132.208.224.131/Concord.htm
· The VLC  Concordancer at http://vlc.polyu.edu.hk/default.htm


A Sample Word Study Card
	The Front of a Card
	The Back of a Card

	Vocabulary Word: CABIN

Part of Speech:  Noun


Word in use: “The dim light from the cabin window cast long shadows from man and posts.” ( Page 1) 
	Definition:  1. A small, roughly built house; a cottage. (American Heritage Dictionary) 
Examples (Collocations)
1. Shivering in his cabin, he has another grievance. "It's rough trying to keep this place warm," he said, "but what bugs me is that Simon's grandfather cuts him all the wood he ever needs.
2. Before being marooned, each boy was provided with a supply of tinned and packaged food, a wood-burning stove, some hand tools, a Bible, a lantern, and a small plywood cabin to live in.


Using Word Study Cards
After you have created the cards, you will use them to study the words. The real benefit of using cards is that you can use them in any location and for any amount of time. 

Study your words in the following situations.
· As you ride on a bus
· As you wait for anything, like eating, or picking someone up 
· When you have free time in class
· When you are getting ready to go to bed
· Any other “private” time 
· Other?  ___________________________________________________

Here’s how you can use the cards to remember the words. 
· Go over the cards. Read the backs and fronts. Test yourself. 
· Shuffle the cards. Then review them. 
· Have others test you. 
· Put the cards in two piles. Those you know and those you have to learn. As you learn more, move them to the pile of words your know. 
· Use the words. This is actually the best way to remember and burn the word into your own memory. Use the word in speech and in writing. 

Your Assignment with Word Study Cards
As you read the class text, create and use the word study cards on the vocabulary wiki. Your teacher will give you some dates for submitting them for review. The vocabulary words you and the other students in your class put on the vocabulary wiki will be on the test you will take about your book. Your teacher will explain more, but you will be asked to give the information on some of your cards without using your notes. 

A Vocabulary Wiki
The other way to study vocabulary is through using a vocabulary wiki. By using a wiki on a computer you will be doing the word card electronically and on the web. With a wiki, you can start a word card and then other students can add to it with examples, collocations, pictures, and video. The teacher and others can also comment and help you to make your definitions and uses of the words more accurate. We will go over these functions in our class. 
E:\GRCC files\ESOL 016\vocabulary\word_cards_directions.doc
